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DESEX IN THE CITY
SPCA and Vet Clinics collaborate
for pet dogs and cats sterilisation

Singapore, 5 December 2009 - In an effort to reduce unwanted dogs and cats from
unexpected litters, the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) is
launching a pet sterilisation campaign, “Desex in the City” to encourage pet owners to
sterilise their pets. During the month of December, pet owners can look forward to a
20% subsidy in sterilisation costs of their pet dogs and/or cats at participating veterinary

clinics.

Deirdre Moss, Executive Officer, SPCA shares, “The SPCA understands that sterilisation
is considered costly by many cat and dog owners and hopes that the subsidy will
encourage more pet owners to be socially responsible. The more pets that are sterilised,

the more it will help in reducing the surplus number of unwanted animals in Singapore.”

Every year, the SPCA takes in approximately 8,000 unwanted animals, many of them
abandoned pets. Targeted at pet owners, “Desex in the City” is an effort to curb the
numbers of unwanted pets that are the product of uncontrolled breeding. Apart from this
campaign, the SPCA distributes free sterilisation vouchers as part of its Sterilisation
Voucher Scheme since 1991. This scheme enables people to have stray animals
sterilised at selected veterinary clinics, with the cost borne by SPCA. Currently, a budget

of more than S$4,800 per month is set aside for this free service.



There are many benefits in sterilisation and it is a one-off expense. For pets, health
issues such as mammary or testicular cancers are minimised. Pet owners deal with less
behavioural problems such as roaming or territorial marking and guarding. There is no

yowling of cats in season and no cleaning up after the twice-yearly oestrus cycle in dogs.

The sterilisation campaign is supported by the Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of
Singapore (AVA) and The Singapore Veterinary Association (SVA), alongside

participating vet clinics that have made this campaign possible.

“Being a responsible pet owner means more than just providing a safe, secure
environment for your pet. It is more than preventing straying and cleaning up after
outside walks. And more than just feeding a good quality diet, visiting the vet and making
sure your pet is as healthy as it can possibly be. It also means ensuring your pet - male
or female - cannot contribute to the numbers of unwanted animals. It's about
responsibility - for your pets and to your community,” said Dr. Shane Ryan, President,

Singapore Veterinary Association.

Featuring the silhouette of cats and dogs, the sterilisation ads in appear English,
Mandarin and Malay in major newspapers. More information about the campaign,
sterilisation and a list of participating veterinary clinics can be found on the SPCA

website at www.spca.org.sg/desexinthecity.html

Note to Editor: Please refer to Annex A for an ad from the sterilisation campaign.
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About Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Anim als (SPCA)

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) is the first registered animal welfare
organisation in Singapore. The two main objectives of the SPCA are to promote kindness and to prevent
cruelty to animals. The SPCA is a charity depending on the kind donations from the public. For more
information, visit http://www.spca.org.sg
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